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It is to be stated that the CGRF-CR EKM, order issued to me dismissing my
petition directing me to continue to remit the fixed charge is not appropriate
and illegal based on the following reasons,

1. As per Electricity act. 2003 and its subordinate regulating & relevant
tariff order, fixed charge is to be collected on the basis of volume of
Electricity supplied or infrastructure allocated to a consumer (not
generator) by the utility,.

2. The tariff order issued by KSERC dt. 8.7.2019 mandated KSEBL to
collect fixed charges only on the basis of volume of consumption of
electricity supplied by it to its consumers only.

3. KSERC order on tariff is legally binding only for the charges applicable to
the consumption part of prosumers.

4. The charges applicable for generation part of the prosumer who are
consuming electricity from the self generator is governed by RE net
Meter regulations 2020 and its amendment issued by KSRC.

5. In the light of above facts fixed charges levied on self generation and its
consumption in my own premises from my solar plant is illegal and
violates the Electricity Act and its subordinate regulations. It is also
against the essence of the tariff order issued by KSERC and KSERC
(RE& Net Meter) regulation 2020.

Hence I would request your good self to take an appropriate decision and
direct KSERC to issue order to stop collecting fixed charge from prosumers
and making it applicable to actual consumption only.

At present, I am not consuming any power for domestic use, as the exported
units are higher than imported units. In my recent Electricity bill
5567250301373 dt. 01.03.25, my net energy consumption is zero (Import-
Export). Import is 428 Kwh units, Export 615 Kwh units total solar



generations 644 Kwh units. direct used for self generation= 644-615-29 kwh
units as per bill.

As a prosumer, the licensee, KSEB is required to bill me on the basis of net
electricity consumption as per regulation 21(3)ii of the Renewable energy&
Net Metering regulations 2020. Accordingly as per existing tariff order dt.
5/12/2024 in OP No. 18/2023, the fixed charge that can be collected from
me is only Rs. 120/- ( Clause(1l) of part A of the same tariff order. In this
situation, the additional fixed charge collected from me (ie Rs. 265-Rs. 120-
Rs. 135/- per month) till date should be refunded along with interst as per
section 62(6) of the electricity Act, 2003. Further I would request your
goodself to take a decision to make fixed charge applicable only in
accordance with the net consumption of electricity as a prosumer in all the
electricity bills issued to me, in future.
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Smt. Mereena George, Mariya House, Kuttamassery is a registered
consumer under Electrical Section, Aluva Town, being consumer no.
1155670021929 in LT 1A domestic tariff. Solar self generation meter and
Net-meter were installed in the premises on 13.04.2024. This consumer
pays only the fixed charge as the electricity export is more than the import.
The consumer filed this complaint against charging fixed charge portion of
the Electricity bill.

Fixed charge portion of an Electricity bill cover the cost associated with
infrastructure maintenance, meter reading, customer service and
administrative expenses. In addition to importing energy from this
infrastructure when there is no solar energy production, prosumers depend
on this infrastructure in order to export energy.

For a domestic consumer, fixed charge is based on monthly consumption
slab published by the Kerala State Electricity Regulatory Commission in
"Schedule of tariff and terms and condition for retail supply of electricity for
KSEBL and other licenses". This prosumer consuming power for domestic
use and his consumption is calculated as" Import-Export+ solar generation."

A prosumer who exports more than they import, cannot claim to have
produced all of the electricity they use, since they switch between using the
common grid and their own power at different times. The bill issued to this
consumer are compliance with all the applicable laws. Hence it is humbly
prayed that considering the above facts and circumstances, this forum may
please be dismiss this petition.
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Section 45. (Power to recover charges): --

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, the prices to be charged by a
distribution licensee for the supply of electricity by him in pursuance of section 43
shall be in accordance with such tariffs fixed from time to time and conditions of
his licence.

(2) The charges for electricity supplied by a distribution licensee shall be -

(a) Fixed in accordance with the methods and the principles as may be
specified by the concerned State Commission;
(b) Published in such manner so as to give adequate publicity for such
charges and prices.

(2) The charges for electricity supplied by a distribution licensee may include

(a) a fixed charge in addition to the charge for the actual electricity supplied;
(b) a rent or other charges in respect of any electric meter or electrical plant
provided by the distribution licensee.
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2020 @3 Kerala State Electricity Regulatory Commission 80086101588 RE
and Net metering regulation 621 OU)GRIAHUM 21 ©3 Net metering, Energy
Accounting, Banking and Settlement 6M®6)0]a] QflvoBR6IWIG1E6)M).

Section 21. Net metering, Energy Accounting, Banking and Settlement.

(1)The distribution licensee shall take the meter reading of the ‘renewable energy
system’ regularly for each ‘billing period’ and record the readings of both the
renewable energy meter and net meter.

(2)For each billing period, the distribution licensee shall make the following
information available in its bill to the prosumer.

i. Time period wise (normal hours, peak hours and off-peak hours) Renewable
energy generation recorded in the energy meter for the prosumer with connected
load above 20 KW, total generation from the RE system for the prosumers with
connected load ‘of and below 20 KW’.



ii. Time period wise electricity consumption of the prosumer with connected load
above 20KW, and total consumption in the case of the prosumer with connected
less than 20 KW.

iii. Net billed electricity, if any, for which payment is to be made by the prosumer;

iv. Excess energy brought forward from the last billing period;

v. Excess energy carried forward to the next billing period.

(3)The energy accounting, banking and settlement of energy generated, drawn and
injected by a prosumer with connected load of and below 20 KW shall be done as
below;

i. The distribution licensee, during a billing period shall extend the facility to the
prosumer having connected load of and below 20 KW under net metering
arrangements, to draw back from the grid, the electricity injected during a time
block at a different time period without any restriction.

ii. In case the electricity supplied by the distribution licensee during any billing
period exceeds the electricity injected in to the grid by the prosumer from his
renewable energy system, the distribution licensee shall raise a bill for the net
electricity consumption at the prevailing tariff, after adjusting any excess
electricity banked from the previous billing period;

iii. In case the electricity injected by the prosumer’s renewable energy system
exceeds the electricity consumed from the distribution licensee during the billing
period, such excess energy shall be allowed to be banked and be carried forward
to the next billing period as specified under Regulation 20(1) above.
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4) In the case of a prosumer, even though part/ full energy requirement of the
prosumer is met from the solar plant, the 'power requirement' during nonsolar
hours is fully met by the licensee. Thus, the grid connected solar prosumers is
also bound to pay based on retail supply tariff which includes the 'fixed
charge'/ 'demand charge' based on their 'connected load/ contract demand'’
with the licensee, even if their net consumption (net drawal from the grid) is
zero or even when the prosumer injects surplus energy to the grid, at the rate
of 'fixed charge'/ 'demand charge' approved in the Tariff Order notified by the
Commission from time to time.

None of the orders of this Commission has exempted the prosumers from the
payment of fixed charge based on their ‘connected load/ contract demand’
with the licensee.

(5) In the case of domestic consumers, the Commission is yet to approve the
payment of fixed charge based on connected load, since majority of the
domestic consumers (out of the more than 104 lakhs domestic consumers) is
yet to disclose their changes in connected load, with the licensee, after
availing the connection. Hence, the Commission has decided to levy fixed
charge from domestic consumers based on their monthly consumption, since
the total energy consumption normally reflect the ‘power requirement' of the
consumer (connected load) to some extent.

Hence, as per the prevailing Tariff Orders in force, like other Solar prosumers,
the grid connected domestie prosumers are also mandated to pay fixed the
grid is zero or even when prosumers inject surplus power to the grid. Till the
Commission approves the fixed charge based on connected load for
domestic consumers, the licensees are authorised to levy fixed charges
from grid connected solar prosumers based on their total consumption.
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